
Christmas Bird Count
Sunday, January 1, 2022

Welcome!

For those of us who have been counting for a while, this year will look a bit different, but
we will do our scientific duty (if able) and keep the data flowing! Many of us may not be
able to participate due to travel concerns, caring for a loved one, current illness, or other

reasons. If that is the case, our thoughts are with you and we hope you can participate
next year. You can also consider doing a feeder count if you live within the count circle.

The count has endured for 122 years, it will persevere!

For those new to the count please contact me in advance (contact info below highlighted
in blue) so I can give you more information. Normally we would have time for that in
person but due to COVID we are somewhat limited and we want you to have the full

experience!!!

For EVERYONE: it is particularly important this year that we have up-to-date contact info
for all participants! If you feel comfortable doing so, please respond to this message with

your email address, phone number, whether you plan to participate, how many will be
joining you, and whether you would like me to mail paper copies of the count circle

map and checklist!

New rules for the 2021-2022 count (re: COVID, they’re the same as last year)
1. No in-person compilation gatherings, options for compiling data discussed below.

2. Remain masked in the field and practice social distancing (6 feet).
3. Carpooling only allowed for members of the same familiar or social “pod”, e.g.

those who live in the same household or have been regularly in physical contact
throughout the pandemic. Remember you can do the count on foot or horseback!



The Plan

Routes: Please contact me via email or text (contact info below, highlighted in blue) on
or before December 31st if there is a particular route you would like. If more than one

group would like the same route, we can discuss splitting routes.

7:00 – 7:45 AM Jan 1st(optional): A Zoom meeting will be open to discuss
routes/logistics, feel free to participate via computer or phone and log in at any time.

The link is highlighted in yellow below. If you will be on the road at the time/are unsure
if your phone works with Zoom/don’t want to use data/etc. but would still like to discuss

logistics the morning of the count, contact info is below highlighted in blue.
https://umn-private.zoom.us/j/9412397413

Mid-day (optional): Please check in sometime around noon, preferably via text so that
multiple simultaneous messages will not be an issue (but calling is okay too!) to let me

know if your route is getting covered, if you will be doing afternoon as well, etc. If I don’t
hear from you, I will assume the plan has not changed from the last time we spoke.
Some areas of the circle also have bad reception, so we won’t get too worried if you

don’t check in.

6:00 – 7:30 PM Jan 1st (optional): A second Zoom meeting will be held to compile the
data. Link is highlighted below in pink. If you want to pass on your data earlier or later

that is fine, but it would be best to get all data within a day or two of the count.
https://umn-private.zoom.us/j/9412397413

Other notes:
- DON’T FORGET YOU CAN GO OWLING!

- Please help us in recruiting new volunteers! We are a culturally humble,
multilingual, welcoming group of people who are aware of the need to increase

the diversity of the field. SCIENCE IS FOR EVERYONE!
- If you see a bird that is not on the list, or that is rare, please try to get as much

documentation as possible including photos and exact location.
- Don’t forget to keep track of mileage, time and distance!!!

Contact info for the count:
Laura Lara (compiler, Jon and Ann’s kid): pete2519@umn.edu, 612-396-2527

mailto:pete2519@umn.edu


Cruz Eli Lara Silva (Eli (“a-lee”, spouse of Laura): laras005@umn.edu, 651-564-2002

mailto:laras005@umn.edu

